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Unité d’Anthropologie & Ecologie de l’Emergence des Maladies


Armenia National CDC St. David Malyan, 37, Yerevan, Armenia 

Georgia’s National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) Kakheti highway no.99, Tbilisi, Georgia
 
National Center of Public Health of Republic of Moldova Str. Gh. Asachi 67/a, Chisinau, Moldova

Dear colleagues, 

Please accept our kind greetings from Institute Pasteur in Paris, France.

I am pleased to inform you that the SoNAR-Global Eastern European regional hub, created within the framework of the European Union’s “Horizon 2020” Research and Innovation Program “SoNAR-Global” to address vaccine hesitancy in Eastern European countries, will organize an online meeting devoted to vaccination issues during the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as public health challenges related to lifting of quarantine. 

The online SoNAR-Global Eastern European regional hub meeting will facilitate exchanges among countries concerning experiences of conducting routine and supplementary vaccination during the COVID-19 pandemic. We will identify common challenges and ways of overcoming them. In addition, we will address diverse scenarios for lifting quarantine and its consequences.

Please find enclosed the preliminary agenda with proposed dates of the meeting.

We kindly invite you and your colleagues to participate in this event as key experts in vaccination in your countries. Your active involvement will contribute to the increased visibility of our regional preoccupations and priorities and can potentially lead to opportunities for further international funding of a joint, regional initiative.

For additional information and to confirm your participation in the meeting, please contact Roman Rodyna, Head of Communicable Diseases Surveillance Department of Public Health Center of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine (r.rodyna@phc.org.ua, +38 098 249 50 37).

More information on the EU H2020 “SoNAR-Global” project can be found on its official website www.sonarglobal.eu.

Please accept our warmest wishes from the Institut Pasteur of Paris, France.

Sincerely,

[image: C:\Users\gilesvernick\Dropbox\Documents\Personal files\Signatures\tgv_sig1.gif]
Tamara Giles-Vernick
Coordinator, “SoNAR-Global”
Unit Head, Anthropology & Ecology of Disease Emergence









PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
Тhe online meeting of SoNAR Global Eastern Europe regional hub 
September, 15, 2020

“Vaccination in COVID-19 pandemic. 
Ways for quarantine lifting – situation in countries”

Background
In terms of working package 2 of SoNAR-Global Eastern Europe regional hub has been created in order to address regional challenges in field of vaccination, vaccine hesitancy as top priority taking to account existing situation with vaccine preventable diseases in the region. But the epidemic situation at the very beginning of 2020 brings the changes into the working prospective of the regional hub.  
COVID-19 pandemic was announced WHO on the March, 11, 2020. Many countries launched lockdowns in order to prevent the spreading of COVID-19. Many restrictions were implemented including moving of people outside their homes, closing different type of facilities etc. In these conditions the routine vaccination’ sustainability issue becomes very important. In the same time, vulnerable groups of population are asked to stay at home that means they have restricted opportunities to go to vaccination points. In order to unify the approaches to vaccination during COVID-19 pandemic WHO issued the recommendations on immunization of COVID-19-vulnerable groups and guidance “Managing risks from disruptions of immunization services during the COVID-19 pandemic: Catch-up vaccination”.
Starting from the second half of May, 2020 the majority of countries has started the lifting of quarantine measures based on criteria of lifting. Different scenarios of the lifting were introduced in different countries but the main principle of the lifting was to comply specific conditions and recommendations in order to prevent possible growth of the incidence of COVID-19.  
[bookmark: _Hlk46426949]The online SoNAR-Global Easter European regional hub meeting is aimed to exchange the experience between countries in field of conducting routine and supplementary vaccination during COVID-19, to identify common challenges and ways of their overcoming and to discuss the different scenarios of the quarantine lifting in countries and the consequences of the lifting.
Specific tasks:
· to present the policy on routine vaccination in different countries during COVID-19 pandemic;
· to present the policy on supplementary (catch up) vaccination in different countries during COVID-19 pandemic;
· to present and discuss different strategies and ways for the quarantine lifting;
· to discuss challenges for health care and public health systems occur during the quarantine lifting.

Expected participants: 
· Public Health Center of the Ministry of Health of Ukraine;
· FETP Ukraine;
· National Center for Disease Control and Public Health of Georgia;
· National Center for Disease Control and Prevention Ministry of Health Republic of Armenia;
· National Agency for Public Health Republic of Moldova;
· SoNAR Global representatives;
· MediPIET Project representatives.

Tentative agenda

	Time
	Activity
	Presenter/facilitator

	 September, 15, 2020 

	EEST 
(Kyiv time)
11.00 –11.10
	Words of welcome 
Introduction of participants
 

	11.10-11.25
	SoNAR Global presentation
Topic TBD

	SoNAR project representative


	11.25-11.35
	Presentation of Ukraine “Vaccination during COVID-19 and quarantine lifting”
	PHC MOH of Ukraine



	11.35-11.50
	MediPIET presentation
Topic TBD

	MediPIET representative

	11.50-12.00
	Presentation of Armenia “Vaccination during COVID-19 and quarantine lifting”
	Representative of National Center for Disease Control and Prevention Ministry of Health Republic of Armenia

	12.00-12.10
	Presentation of Georgia vaccination “Vaccination during COVID-19 and quarantine lifting”
	Representative of the	National Center for Disease Control and Public Health of Georgia 

	12.10-12.20
	Presentation of Moldova “Vaccination during COVID-19 and quarantine lifting”
	Representative of the 	National Agency for Public Health Republic of Moldova

	12.20-12.40
	Discussion, questions and answers session

	All participants




	12.40-12.45
	Closing, regional hub prospective
	PHC MOH of Ukraine
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